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T H E Com mittee of the Ma y o Prison ers of
W ar R eli ef Fund present h erewith to their
subscribers their Balance Sheet covering

the en t ir e period from the inaugurati on of the '
Fund down to the end of Jun e, 1916.

The number of pr isoners regularly supplied .
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fir st w eekl y, but subsequently fortn ightly, parcels have' been despatched. From t ime to t ime
w e h av e r ece ived fr om ' our own pri so hers th e names of other prisoners coupled with the .
stateme nt, wh ich on enqu iry proved in accurate, that t hey were of Mayo or igin . These men
a t first r ec ei ved parcels , bu t wh en th e fact transpired that they w ere not el igible to r eceive
re lief fr om our f unds their names were removed h:oil1 our list. But in order that provision
sh ould be made for them w e forward ed their names to their own Regimental or County
Associ a ti on s.

From tIle subjoined Stateme nt of Accounts, generously audited by Messrs. Craig ,
G ardner & Co., fr ee of a ll ch a rge, it wi ll be seen that the entire ex pe nses for 14 months ,
othe r th an the cost of th e provisions despatched to German y and of the packing materials in
which th ese we re co n tain ed, a mo unts t o £14 14s.10~d. onl y, in other w ords, of every pound
ex pe nde d a bout 19/4 rea ch es t he prisoner s. Station ery, stamps, office expen ses, cl eaning,
lighting a nd all ot her similar ou tgoings being covered by th e remain in g 8d.

Our cor re sponde nc e ha s been h eavy; 817 commu nic ation s have been re cei ved fro m ou r
own pri soners, an d have been dealt with . 78 communications h a ve been re ceived fr om
other prisoners not eligible for assistance from our fund; these, too, have been dealt with,
a nd the senders put in t ou ch with their Regimental or County Associations. N o prisone r
who a ppealed has been left unprovid ed for .

The Com mittee interested itself in the case of one di sabled Mayo pri soner. P eter
H opkins , impr isone d a t Erfurt, and he was in cluded in a n ear ly lis t of exchange d prison ers.
Since his r eturn to Mayo h e has gen erously sent four subsc r ipt ion s to our fund .

The Co mmit tee has used andr'is using 'every- effort to h ave the n ames of our prison ers
kept befor e eve ry possible authority , in order that a s many of them as possible may be
sen t-f rom Germ a ny- to-S ·.vit!3or l a.ne. ~'·fiv·at e -Christ~ K elly ( B.alliri~), .,C()1'por fd _:~a. ~Don 11~ 1l "

(Ca stlebar), a nd Private J . H a lligan (Ballyhaunis), h a ve a lready reached Switzerland, and w e
u nder s ta nd that two oth er s are on their way to that coun t ry .

Mi ss ·H olden h as a cted as our Ass istan t Honorary Secretary, and Miss P ow er a s our
H on or ary H ousekeeper, M iss Furlong , Miss C. Malialm, the Misses Bod kin , a nd Mi ss Barry
h a ve under taken the h eavy task of conducting the co r responde n ce of the office, a nd of the
mak ing up of parcel s; Messrs. George Mahon, W . J. Gilligan, and G eorge G umbrie lle
r endered u s va lua ble assi st ance. Messr s . Cha r les A. Brennan and F . J . Donnellan h ave
underta ken the r esponsib ili ty for th e packing, cording, a nd fina l a rrangement of parcels for
despatch, a nd it is pleasant to lea rn from the Postal A uthorities that the County Mayo
prison ers' pa r cels a re amongst the best made up pri son ers' parcels tha t they despatch. To
a ll these la di es and gentlemen, to whose voluntary a nd untiring efforts the economy in the
wo r king of the fu nd is due, the Committee desire to record its deep obliga ti on s. Its warm
thanks a re a lso du e to Mr. Daniel Purcell, Soli citor , wh o has provid ed us with offices r en t fr ee,
a nd to Me ssrs. T. & C. Martin , North Wall, who provided th e office furniture.

H al f the proceeds of t he Races a t Tuam, organ ized by Capta in David Ruttledge, a nd
othe rs, add ed £ 28111s. Ld, to our fund. The success of these R aces was largely due t o the
Ga lway Race Com mit tee, who presented a Plate of £50 ; to the Irish R ing, who a lso provided
a P late of £ 50; to the lo ca l gentlem en, w ho coll ecte d for the Galway a nd Mayo P lates, a n d
to the 'I'uarn Stewards , for the free use of the Cour se. To a ll th ese we offer our sincere t han ks .

A Da nc e at the Gresh am H ot el, organ ize d by Mrs. Kilkelly, produced £71 3s. 10d. The
r eceip ts of a Clock Competition amoun te d to £ 46 13s. 2d. A Baza ar a nd Con certs organ ized
by Captain V. Blake, H igh Sheriff of Ma yo , a nc1Captain David Ruttledge , pr oduced £30 3s. 6el.
T he Rev, J. Ca no n M un elly, P.P., V.F., Bally ca stle, se n t us £19, realised by a Social Enter­
t a inmen t kindly orga nized by Mrs. F aussett and oth er workers.

To thes e la dies a nd gentlemen and to a ll ot hers who coll ected for the fu nd as well as to
a ll subsc r ibers to it the Committee offers its most sincere thanks.

Alth ough a t th e present m oment the bal ance in the hands of our Banker is not
un sa tisfac tor y, the Com mittee fears that before long h eavy a nd urgent ca lls will be m ade
upon its resources-calls whic h thi s sum will not long sati sfy . So much has t rans pire d
la tel y as to the extent to wh ich our unfortunate fell ow-coun trymen who a re prisoners of
war depend up on parcels fr om h om e, a nd this dependency is so obvi ously in creasing from
day to day , that the Committee bel ieve that it w ill be necessary to send a parcel to ea ch
prisoner once a w eek if they a re to be preserved from real want. Supplies, too, of warm
cloth ing a nd other comforts w ill be urgent ly required to h el p our prisoners to face the
rigours of a no ther G erman wi nter. The Committee are confident that the generosity which
h as hith er to r esp onded so warmly to their appeals will not fai l to support their further
effor ts , a nd that in addition to the ' burden of prolonged captivity our prisoners will not
ex perience the bi tterness of finding that fr iends at home have grown unmindful of them, or
h a ve wearied in helping them in their distress.
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